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Chong Siah Leong (锺协隆) 
From the coastal city of Kuantan, Malaysia, emerges 
one of the nation’s most celebrated bonsai artists — 
Chong Siah Leong. For nearly three decades, his 
artistry has been synonymous with excellence, his 
trees consistently crowned with gold awards, and his 
name etched into the fabric of Malaysia’s bonsai 
community. 
 
Chong’s journey began in 1999, when he first 
encountered the delicate yet demanding world of 
bonsai. What started as curiosity soon became a 
lifelong devotion. Over 27 years, he has cultivated not 
only trees but also a reputation for precision, patience, 
and vision. His works in Water Jasmine (水梅), Maba Buxifolia (象牙树), Baeckea frutescens 

(香松), and Brazilian Ironwood (黄花盾木) have garnered repeated recognition, each creation 

a testament to his mastery of form and spirit. 
 
Beyond his artistry, Chong plays a pivotal role in shaping the bonsai landscape of Malaysia. He 
serves as Vice President of the Kuantan Bonsai Association, and is an active member of both 
MBSS (Malaysian Bonsai & Suiseki Society) and MPACS (Malaysia Penjing & Arts Culture 
Society). His expertise is further recognized through his position as a judge with MBJO 
(Malaysian Bonsai Judges Organization), where his discerning eye helps uphold the standards 
of the craft. 
 
Chong’s legacy is not only measured in awards but in influence. His dedication inspires 
younger generations, while his leadership strengthens the bonds of Malaysia’s bonsai 
community. Each tree he shapes carries the quiet story of discipline and artistry, reflecting his 
belief that bonsai is more than horticulture — it is living sculpture, a dialogue between nature 
and human hands. 
 
Today, Chong Siah Leong stands as a beacon of Malaysian bonsai, his gold-winning works and 
community leadership ensuring that Kuantan’s name shines brightly on the international 
bonsai stage. 
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