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Name: Charles Tan
Location: Johor Bahru, Malaysia
Bonsai Journey: 2016 — Present

In 2016, Charles Tan apprenticed under Johor Bahru bonsai master
Wong Beng Yew, formally stepping into the world of bonsai art. He
travelled across Johor Bahru with his teacher, immersing himself in the
study of bonsai creation techniques and cultivation practices. After
completing his apprenticeship, he continued his pursuit by working
closely with seasoned local bonsai collectors, spending time among
renowned masterpieces to refine his pruning skills and deepen his
understanding of tree growth patterns.

Over more than a decade of dedication, Charles Tan has upheld the
principle of “learning from nature,” weaving reverence and
observation into each of his works. His creations emphasize the flow
of lines and the marks of time, seeking to capture both tranquillity and
strength within bonsai.

Today, he is committed to expressing the beauty of time’s sculpting
through bonsai. With patience and a craftsman’s heart, he strives not
for quick success but to carry forward this living art that has endured
for thousands of years, while sharing its spirit and aesthetics with
fellow enthusiasts.
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